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WHAT ARE CORDYCEPS?




As humanity races to colonize Mars, Sola,
a reclusive astrobiology student, wonders
whether Mars should be “ours” for the
taking. When her search for alien life
inadvertently reveals that the human brain
has been tampered with by an
extraterrestrial intelligence, her work is
elevated by power-hungry religious
zealots.

Horrified, Sola must race to

understand the meaning of her

discovery before it’s used to
drag the world back into the
dark ages.
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SYNOPSIS

As humanity races towards colonizing Mars, doctoral candidate Sola Nes is troubled by the hubris of assuming a new world is ours for the
taking. How do we know that Mars is lifeless if we can only recognize life that looks like what is found on earth?

Sola’s dissidence fuels her Ph.D. thesis designing tests for the hypothetical genetic materials that might exist elsewhere in the cosmos. Not
only do her tests work, but she inadvertently finds a chemical “Signal” indicating that she has detected “alien” genetic materials right here on
earth, rewriting the established tree of life.

But when she discovers that this Signal is found exclusively in the human brain, and worse - it shares features with Cordyceps, a
“zombifying” fungus known for puppeteering insects and leading them to their deaths, her Ph.D. advisor fires her, and promotes her work as
his own. The revelation that we are not alone in our own heads stokes fear in the public and unsettles secular and theological circles alike.

When Sola discovers unambiguous evidence that the Signal is not a pathogen, but a neurological tool that has been designed by intelligent
beings, she goes public in a shortsighted attempt to discredit her old mentor and avert a worldwide panic. The religious community latches
on to her discovery as unequivocal evidence of god, and emboldened, unites to assert theocratic rule. Now untethered in a hypercapitalist
world, Sola is vulnerable to exploitation, and a predatory religious group masking its true intentions steps in to support her work. It is not
until they have her former mentor killed, that she realizes that she has been manipulated again.

Sola decides that the only way to mitigate the damage her discovery has done to the world is to publicly claim that her work was faked.
Although her lie quells the violence, it comes at the cost of everything Sola has left. With nothing left to sustain her but the question “Why did
they put the signal in us?” she decides to cure herself of the alien sequence by administering a painful and dangerous self-injection in hopes
of curing herself of the alien sequence finding the truth, and revealing why this anomaly was hidden within us.
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